Marriage Equality/LGBT/Biblical
Self Defense seminar

Church of the Crossroads Ellen Carson

United Church of Christ

The United Church of Christ in Northe@alifornia is sponsoring a 3

day workshop and training on "Biblical Self Defense" on Jufard
Fremont, California (near San Francische program materials state:
"Too often, the religious right misuses a few passages from the Bible to
justify theoppression of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people.
Too often, church people do not know how to respond to these texts,
other than "God loves everybatiywhat do these texts really mean?
And what are their contextsFlow can we respond with kndedge of
these biblical texts and conviction of biblical authorifjRis event
combines deep study of the-called "clobber passages" with training in
how to talk about and train others in Biblical SBKfense.” The
workshop will include readings, s, discussion and practice

teaching time. It is designed for laity and clergy in the UCC, but all are
welcome. The registration cost is $50.00 through April 30 and includes
meals and potential free housing in the afeen Carson and Gabe
Tiogangco a planning to attend. If others are interested, please get in
touch with either of them.

MORE MISSION MUSINGS

Judy Rantala and Lee Takagi
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Are you beginning to get the message that at Crossroads, church is a
whole lot more than a Sunday morning worsB@vice? In fact now

we want to share the activities which come under the wing of the
Mission of Nurture, which includes membership, education and
worship.

In most ways, the activities of this mission group exemplify exactly

what the title implies. Itpurpose is to see that folks who identify
themselves with Church of the Crossroads, as members, friends, or as a
sometime drop in, are welcomed, hosted and, hopefully enlightened
through a sermon, a study group or even just a conversation. We also
encourgeattendees to think about joining as members hatoifind

them a sponsor whédre/she joins- someone to further integrate them

into the life of the church.

Church of the Crossroads

Our KOKUA teams take care of Sunday morning hosting tasks. They

set up the literature tabl@elcome visitors and encourage them to

A Just Peace and register in the Guest Book. They supply bulletins to each cluoeh

Open & Affirming take up the morning offering, and encourage us each to wear our name
Congregation tags, even if we do know who WE are! On the first Sunday of the month

theyprepare the Communion elements, bring them into the service, and

distribute them to each one present. (continued on pag8)
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I nte rl rrMJ S I n g sam Dave and Ruth Sandberg

Goodbyes are nothipnew under the sun. Itis part of the motion of life, made more meaningful in an

at mosphere of | ove and concern. Yet that doesnbo
can feel anxious about t he departure whatevgsiYOUR resgonse?AA t er
sense of loss? Curiosity as to what the future would bring? Maybe you held your breath in anticipation

of éwhat ?!

Goodbyes allow for new hellos. Now it is OUR turn to open the door to the tomorrows which await you.
Your farewell will send us on our way to new adventures, too. This is not to say that what we have shared
comes to an abrupt end. On the contrary: the two of us will never be the same; we have changed, we have
grown. Hopefully that is true for you,do We are wiser, enriched by our time with you: the joys, sorrows,
struggle, humor, frustrations, rich moments of sharing have shaped us anew. Yes, God is still speaking, anc
often through each other, we have heard and heeded the voice! We arebeltsitiling who we are created

to be.

We have so loved walking this path with you, crossing a bridge to the next chapter in the life of Church of the
Crossroads. Our house in Alameda will soon be adorned with leis of beads, seeds, and shells, as well as a

few(!) photos. Wedl |l have new placemats and han
ceramic creations wil|l al so grace our tabl e. Th
hearts: your welcome of us to this communytgur encouragement, your sense of compassion and mission to

all whose lives you can touéhand of course, the warmth of your aloha!

With our departure begins another transition in
fact, it has been happening all through our ministry with you. You are not where we first met you, any more
than we are.

Change we must, and change we will. In fact, that is what has been happening all through our ministry with
you. We know that, thasko our life together, we have learned and grown. Hopefully, the same is true for
you. Hopefully you, like we, have not only been blessed by sharing each other's company but also by
discovering more fully what it means to be the Christian church, gpariicular, the Church of the

Crossroads.

At this time of | eaving, a nagging thought rears
there ever be a definitively positive answer to those questions? And does it pay to hit onetisdf loead

with a mallet of guilt if one really believes in a forgiving God, and forgiving believers? We think not.
Suffice it to say, we all did our best, and than
people.

We are gratefula God for our time with you. It has been nurturing and challenging. It has been filled with
joys and sorrows. Most of all it has been blessed. Whatever we do in the future, it will benefit from our
experience in your midst. Now Crossroads will gotifavith new leadership, in a way that can only happen
with change. You will learn new things about yourselves, who you are as a church, how you can minister to
the world. We are very eager to see what will happen, and very hopeful of the blessingswaltigiou.

One thing we know for sure: ALove wil/l have its
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Welcome Tony Robinson back to Crossroads!

Tony Robinson is an ordained minister of the United Church of

Christ, who hasexved four congregations, including Church of the
Crossroads (1981988). His present ministry is a meléiceted one.

He travels throughout North America as a speaker, teacher, preacher,
consultant and coach serving congregations and their leaders. He has
taught at several schools including Emmanuel College/Toronto
School of Theology, Seattle Pacific University, Seattle University

and Vancouver School of Theology. Tony is the author of nine
books, the most rece@thanging the Conversation: A Third Way for
Congregationspublished in 2008. He is also a contributor to various
magazines and journals, includimbe Christian Century,
CongregationsandPerspectivesde graduated from Willamette

University in Salem, Oregon and
Cultural and Intellectual History from the University of Oregon. His
Master of Divinity degree is fro

Seminary. He has done pagtiduate study at Harvard Divinity
School as a Merrill Fellow.

Tony lives in Seattle with hiwife Linda, an elementary school principal. They have three adult children,
Joe, Nick and Laura.

While with us, Tony will preach and lead worship on the following four Sundays: March 21, 28, April 4,
11. Yes, this includes Palm Sunday and Easter. Héead Adult Education (9am Sunday) on March 21
and28 AChurch and Cul tur al Changeo.

There will be two sessi@{in the Sanctuary) on Mondays at 7pm on his bBokimon Grace A limited
number of copies will be available for purchase.

Tony will alsomeet with the Coordinating Council and Mission Teams at the regular Mission Team supper
meeting in Weaver Hall at 5:30 on April 8.

For more information call the church office, or Jean Coffman.

Aloha and Mahalo to Ruth and Dave Sandberg

They have beewith us for a year and a half in this, our interim period. Their last service will be on March
14 and afterwards a celebration will take pl ace
laughter, joy, music, a good meal and many thanks! Nov&sens necessary.
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Music Notes 1j s 11 s 455t

by Don Conover, minister of music

Welcome Our Choir Scholars!

During the past several weeks in February, we have been meeting our new choir scholars for 2010. They a
soprano Ingrid Harwood, who will be studying voice with Ptafrry Paxton, alto Lehua Nakamaejo, who will
study with Vicki Gorman and bass, Douglas Neagoy who will be working with Prof. John Mount.

They join continuing scholars soprano Lisa Chuang and tenor Ben Fairfield who both study with Buz Tenner

Phobs and interviews with the new recipients will appear in the CHIMES during the next several months. W
thank all Crossroaders and friends who have supported this ministry since 1980 with monetary donations,
helping with our biennial A Gift of Love concererving on the Scholarship Committee and extending your
aloha and welcome to the voice students.

|l ncidentally, we dsopancs and altbw sing for IHolyWeekfared Easterd r e

Don Away; Harriet to Stay!

As this issue of CHIMES goesor e s s , I 61 1 be in Tucson, Arizona
Directords Association Western Division conferen
repertoire for our choir, worship, keiki and adults to introduce to ouoG s rémaeha&miet Roberts,

long-time member of our choirs (since her youth) retired a few years ago as choir director of Kilohana Unitec
Methodist Church. She will be guiding the choir during rehearsal and Sunday worship Marth Freturn

on March &. Mahalo, Harriet!

Thank You for Your Prayers for Paul Bornand

Paul recently had a fall after choir rehearsal i
music fell out of his notebook and went sailing towards the floortrielé to grab the sheets, lost his balance
and fell backward into the sanctuary wall. Fortunately, Katherine MacPherson was there to take hold of him
before he hit the ground. He did, however, get a rather nasty bump on his hip which became infected. Hi
doctor has him on a strong antibiotic and says healing is taking place. Paul finds it painful to sit for a period
time, which precludes his ability to play for us. Good healing Paul, we miss you!

A Tribute to St. Patrick ~ Wednesday, March the 17th

| f youdre in the mood to celebratédyemrSin Bart oiwc
Club in Waikiki from 12 noon until 4:00 pm. Please email me your intention to be there so that you can be
sponsored by a member of tHaelcfor the afternoon. Admission is free, but since the Elks is a private club,
nonmembers need to be sponsored to participate in
about the eventdonconoverhawaii@earthlink.nefThe formate nj oy o6corny musi c6 al
beef and cabbageYep, the corny music singalongs are my contribution to the day.

Aloha for now,

Don


mailto:donconoverhawaii@earthlink.net
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ALL FAMILY

What a glorious weekend we had at Camp
Mokuleia over the weekend which included Opera
Valentines Day Chinese New YearCrossroaders'
birthdays- and FUN! We ate GREAT meals
including extensive vegetarian fare and an
expanded salad bar, and Rev. David Turner's
delicious homemade granola only one of five
offerings for breakfast. Fri. evening we played in
fun community building led by Jen D., then
enjoyed Cathy S.'s bountiful s'merand sang for
over two hours at campfire. Saturday morning we
came together, young and old, to sing and mix.
Then the adults had a dynamic discussion about
issues FACE should support

this season and Mimi provided the children and
youth beading opportuns. The good food gave
us energy Sat. afternoon to hike up either to Kealia
Flats or out to Kaena Point, where walkers saw
whales, a dozen turtles, and more. A group of
families and singles went to Mark's farm to harvest,
weed and enjoy the bounty nowig produced
daily: collard, kale, chard, eggplants, radishes,
basil, salad greens, kalandto see the beginnings

# ADOOOAAS8 S
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of the rock wall base for the new hale. A few souls
actually stayed in camp to read, relax, swim and
talk.

After dinner, we did Sufi @nces that honored
God through dances and words of Hindi, Jewish,
Muslim, Christian and Hawaiian traditions. Along
with a core of about 25 adults, Trent, Sam and
Leimomi danced for over 90 minutes. An
impromptu talent show followed, wildly emceed by
Jen Dckenson and Terry Ogawa with Ben, Lisa,
Jerry, Renee, Lee, her brother Gregg, Mark W., our
emcees, and more providing talent.

Sunday a layed, allshare worship service,
continued to enhance the theme "We are One, We
are many". Many stayed aftertlservice to swim
and sun on the beach, while Gabe played ukulele
and Elaine sang and even did hula. A few stayed
another night! Although we owe the camp a LOT
for exclusive use of the lodge and two cabins this
year, we vowed to find a way to continue tome
to Camp Mokuleia once a year. It is a truly
rejuvenating place, where we can come and truly be
the gathered community, the Crossroads' family.

1 O OEA #AI D

Photos by David Takagi




MORE CAMP PHOTOS:

Going on Hikes, Playing Games, Sharil
Music and Food and laughter and FUN
Or just snigmpoluyt 66.h i
Some of the things we enjoyed at the
camp!!
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What 0s

Adult Education

Revs. Dave and Ruth Sandberg will reflect on their
interim ministry at Crogsads with the Adult
Education class on March 14th, their last Sunday
here. Rev. Tony Robinson will lead the group on
Mar. 21 and 28 during his tenure as tlog@nin-
residencend will discuss his latest book and his
faith journey since leaving Church thie

Crossroads.

Welcoming Back Tony Robinson

Tony Robinson, a former pastor at Crossroads, will
be returning on
Theologian in residence. We will welcome Tony
with an expanded Aloha Houronthe’21 Let 6 s
help the March Kokua Team by bringing some

extra goodies as well as setting up and cleaning up
on that day. Tony will preach for 4 weeks and will
also lead adult education on MarcH'2hd March

28",

Thank you, February Kokua Team!

We thank the February Kokua dra led by Andrea
Low (convener), Rene Austin, Mona Altiery,
Bernice Tajima, Eleanor Young, Edith Laeha and
Concetta DiLeo.

TheMarch Kokua Team is led by Mark Wilson
(convener), with Ron Arita, Ann Ching, Jerry
Ballard, Stephen Chang, Kelvin and Kumiko
Kaneshiro.

Directory Picture Taking
Concetta DiLeo and some friends will be bringing
their cameras to church the next 2 Sundays, March
7" and 14, to take pictures for the church

directory. Mark your calendars, and come ready
with your smiles for theictorial. Or, if you have a
favorite picture that you would like to use instead,
please send/give it to Concetta.

Al soé i f HYoul bBdvanidMy
card, ask for a card

Comi

ng Up:

Did you know that our weekly sermors

are available on the church website?

I f you arendt able to
hear again a sermon that especially touched you,
just access th€rossroadsvebsite at:
www.churchoftiecrossroadshawaii.org

and click onSermons (Index of recorded sermons).
Also, theentire Martin Luther King Service and
Celebration, speeches and music, may be listened
to, as well.

ge

Ne x t CHI MES Deadl i neé

Sat ur day The déadline tor aicles to besncl@iedoeshpri o0 a d

CHIMES is Wednesday Noon, March™4

al |
FACE- Speak UpCampaign
FACE has a twepart effort under way. One effort
is to listen with care to current concerns of our
congregations/units; the second part is to assure
that the political candidates hearr concerns in
this pivotal political year A largedifference in this
political year is that the incoming governor may
need to make as many as three appointments to our
congressional delegation. Ve have two 80+
aged senators.

On the listening frot, your steering committee
reps, Jim ldwell and Kaleo @Ggne were part of a
team that preseatl and listened at church camp,
and on Sundayrebruary 2Jat Adult Ed. Christy
MacPhersonRuth &ndbergand Eldon Végner
were also part of the presentingéising team. We
were delighted aburfolks openness and clarity at
coming up with possible issues for FACE. Your
team will be forwardinghe result of the listening
processo FACE for consolidation with other units’
results. We alsogotfito rub elbows with Jun

Yang, our assigned organizer.

FACE still welcomes ideaslim (988 4242), Kaleo
(699-0606) and Jun (298387) still haveheirears

f a QP8 Thankeyoy. i n g s o
from

t he KokuaGreeterodos tab


http://www.churchofthecrossroadshawaii.org/
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Greening Congregation

By Travis Idol , Hawaii Power & Light Peace Justice and Stewardship of Creation Mission Team

Wel come to the first i nsjpasaelshtadiscauntas fate overavhai EEC@ e ni n
Congregati onod ChimesWwen her éargesn HPLHigison Trawldol is working with
hope to bring you monthly news and information the RevoluSun and the Crossroads property

about how we as a church community and as management committee to review this proposal.
individual haiseholds can be better Stewards of

Creation. In recent news, Hawaii Interfaith Power Finally, we are looking for adult and youth

and Light, of which Crossroads is the charter volunteers to help on thé"&aturday of the month,
member, received $7500 f theocatingfdr €rossreadsdandscage gardedi@n s
Fund and the Hawaii Community Foundation to share ideas about how we can further our

recruit new member congregaticssd undertake commitment to being a Greening Congregation.
energy audits for its existing member Those interested are invited to contact Travis Idol
congregations. Closer to home, Crossroads has attraviswidol@gmail.comand/or Chuck Burrows
been approached by RevoluSun, a local solar atchuckb@hawaii.rr.coriVe would like to

company, about installing photovoltaic panelshere schedul e our first fAGree
at the church to offset part of our electricity usage Dayo on Sat d"franBpoama200h 2
through@ i nnovative arr ange pme Bringacgarden tea glaves s a-jumtk r
purchase agreemento. Thelunchhtawshaseh woul d i ncur no
upfront or maintenance costs for the system but

would purchase the electricity generated by the

Celebrate 25 Years of ONA with tle UCC Coalition

Join the UCC Coalition for LGBT Concerns to celebrate 25 years of the Open and
Affirming process Jul y. Representati
Nati onal Gathering 2010: A Nigit thB condfgrepe WEbsite foyadditidngl, C
details about speakers, sessions and related actiWitigs//www.ucccoalition.org/programs/gathering/

Gathering will take place in San Diego, Julyll4 20100And San Diegobés renowned
takes place on July 118 just a short cab ride from the conference hotel. Early bird registration is available fol
a limited time for just $99 per person. Register now at
http://www.regonline.com/Checkin.asp?Eventld=810884

The ONA process began on a national level in 1985 when the Fifteenth General Synod adopted the resolutic
Calling on United Church of Christ Congregations to Declarembelves Open and Affirming

The Planning Committee for National Gathering hopes that each ONA congregation will send at least one
delegate to San Diego to join in celebrating this milestone. Come to reconnect with friends from across the
country or tomeet new ones. Come and experience the deep, meaningful worship services. Come and lear
how to be a better advocate, steps you can take to encourage other congregations in your area to consider |
ONA process and things your church can doto moreffulyv e out Gododés extravagal
celebrate the United Church of Christdés commit me


mailto:traviswidol@gmail.com
mailto:chuckb@hawaii.rr.com
http://www.ucccoalition.org/programs/gathering/
http://www.regonline.com/Checkin.asp?EventId=810884
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More Mission Musings

(Continued from front page)

TheKokua team prepares a cabink and hot coffeéollowing the service when we gather in the courtyard to
greet and talk with each other. On the last Sundaydfieymany goodies. We are also blessed with the
bounty from members' gardens (produce from the bountiful druitdrees in the Carse@odbeygardens,
vegetables from the SoxPollard gardeBach team is on duty from the second Sunday of the month through
the first Sunday of the following month. Grace Miller would be happy to talk to you about joining one of the
11 teans, as several need members to serve in this very important way.

While most of us are being greeted by the Kokua team, over in Weaver Hall the Church School teachers are
preparing for the various church school classes. One harried teacher admittiby tlestieime needed a quiet
corner in order to read through the material for
preparation, but this does prove that we have a curriculum and that it serves all ages,-fcmogrthrough

high school. @be Tiogangco is the ovatl staff person for this very crucial segment of our total church
program, and Jen Dickenson works specifically with our youth. Teachers and their aides sefreotie 3
guarter. Perhaps you would like to work with a grouplolidren, or take on the te@yers, or offejust a

session or twan the summer. Please talk to Gabe!

Meanwhile over in RosBavis the Adult Education hour is in session. Led most of the time by a member of
our congregation, in the period of a year wayroover several current books, as well as topics related to
current events or issues of justice in our own community. Sometimes we are fortunate to persuade a visiting
preacher or a weknown speaker to share insights with us. The sessions are Infelypative and never

dull. Marita Nelson schedules these sessions. Talk to her!

In addition to education at all levels of our church life andjoimg hospitality, this Nurture Mission team is
responsible for working with the Pastor in the planning afsiip for the total congregation. This task

includes not only weekly Sunday worship, but a host of special events, such as Lenten study or a meditatior
series, special services preceding Easter, Easter Worship and, of course, Christmas worship kextngs, inc
the family service on Christmas Eve. Becca Kesler ably leads this worship component.

We've justconcluded our annual Family Camp, held each February at Camp Makuléis Fridayafternoon

to Sunday noon event is a wonderful way to really g&htaw our church family, to swim, enjoy beautiful
sunsets and amazing night skies, engage in discussion and get away from the hustle and bustle of the city.
Accommodations range from tenting to bunk beds to private double rooms with their own bathomahis F
prepared by the camp staff, adding to a really relaxing time.

MOVING SALERuth and Dave Sandberg have several household and other things they need to dispos
before heading back to the Bay Area. If you have any interest in any of them, ptedaet them! First,
their 1997 Honda Accord SE 4 door sedan; 160,000 miles; new timing chain, tires; 6 CD changer; mod
Good running order and has been extraordinarily reasonable to operate. Wonderful transportation aro
theisland! $2500. 412X oHé Ftl G aONBSYy 15¢+ AT A2 ¢+ GAd
($75); DVD player ($50); one recliner(BO).
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Youth & Childrenods Ci

from Gabe Tiogangco, Christian Education Coordinator

Spring is in the air! This Lenten Season gives us a chance to connect with God. This is an exciting
time in Sunday school as wedve started a new quar

We recognized the out -going as well as the in -coming teachers on February 21. During the winter
season Ted Demura- Devore and Rene Austin taught Pre K and Kindergarten. Judy Kern and Jeff
Fox teamed up with the Elementary level, and the High School class was led by Jan et Gillmar and
Jen Dickenson.

We welcomed the spring teachers. Reagan Bell and Lee Takagi paired up to accommodate 9

Elementary students, diverse in personalities and attitudes. David Takagi and our own Jen

Dickenson are observing 7 teenagers transform  into young adults. Also, Rene Austin and | will be
teaching the Pre K and Kindergarten class with 4 strong minded boys. Tanya Fulks at day care has

1 boy to her right and 1 girl to her |l eft and in

We are preparinga song for Pastor Dave & Pastor Ruth that

service on March 14. The children will also accor
Sunday Procession. Most of the children aattisbegir
time and theydre also |l earning the doxology in He

Everyone, children and adults alike, enjoyed a great weekend at church camp participating in all
the activities -- both planned and unplanned. See you there next year!

Again, mahalo to all of the teachers, who in the midst of their busy schedules and other

commit ment s, stil |l find time to dedicate themsel
chil dreno6.
|l f you have a craft that youdd | i ke t olimghcaneeisitwi t I

us. Your presence will be more than welcomed. | & tke to thank Shizuko Mukaida in advance for
volunteering her time this spring to teach the <cft

Birthday celebrations go out to Tai Demura Devore (Mar 5) and Austin Tucker (Mar 11).
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CHURCH OF THE CROSSROADS

A Just Peace and Open & Affirming Congregation
1212 University Avenue, Honolulu, HI 96826
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Mahalo! A Hui Hou!
Potluck for the Sandbergs

Sunday, March 14, will be the last Sunday at
Crossroads for Dave and Ruth Sandberg as
our interim pastors. After church, we will

have a potluck. Please bring either a side dish
or a desert. Edith Laeha is making the main
dish. There will be a program of taiko,
reflections about and by Dave and Ruth, and
musical gifts from our talented members.

See Edith if you want to help with lunch.
Please tell Frances whether you will help

with settingdzLJ F Yy R Of S| yAy 3
ddzNBE ¢S R2y QG fSG ¢
work!

-

Church of the Crossroads
1212 University Avenue
Honolulu, HI 96826
Phone: (808) 942220 Fax: (808) 948719
Email: ccrhi@bawaii.rr.com
website: churchofthecrossroadshawaii.org

CHURCH STAFF
David & Ruth Sandberg, emterim Pastors
Don Conover, Minister of Music
Gabe Tiogangco, Christian Education Coordinator
Jen Dickenson, Youth Ministry Coordinator
Paul J. Bornand, Orgasti
Gloria Joyce Ganibi,
Lay Associate for Administration
Liz Nelson, Parish Nurse/Health Ministry Coordinator

Bill Petty, Light & Sound Ministry Coordinator

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
(z| JdB:00[AMS (o€l Meditayol S§rvige

Paul and Isaac Horiuchi, Custodians/Groundskeeperf

(@é@é‘&% Whnp Eeftcb &l @ y
Childrenés Churc
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